PREFACE
long cherished the desire to attempt the
writing of a biography of my Father. The
materials for such a work are superabundant,
as they were hi the case of my Grandfather's life.
For over ten years I was engaged in collecting
and arranging the correspondence before handing
it over to Dr Smiles, but this had to be done in
leisure hours, and for many years past such leisure
hours have been denied me,
With a view to keeping my Father's memory
alive before the generation which knew him passes
away, I wrote an article which Dr Prothero
kindly accepted and published in the 'Quarterly
Review.' It has brought me such a large number
of gratifying letters, both from friends and
strangers; from those who knew him and those
who did not, that I have been persuaded to re-
publish it in the somewhat more permanent form
of this small volume.
I have included several passages which, owing
to limits of space, had to be omitted from the
'Quarterly,' and have added my Father's own
account of the origin of the Handbooks, and
a few extracts from his letters home from 1830